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Purpose and Promise

and knowledge that comes to the board chair in Bruce Power’s 
Gary Newman. Rounding out this team is long-time COG board 
member Paul Thompson whose deep industry knowledge is 
welcomed in all quarters thanks to his equally collegial demeanor. 
In this issue we asked the board to take stock of the industry today. 
What they had to say reflects an industry that is maturing in its 
understanding of the role technology can play and the role that 
can only be served by good people.

The Promise
As you go through these stories, what might strike you, as 

struck me, is the frenetic level of activity in the industry. United 
States operators are looking to find new economies and effi-
ciencies through the nuclear promise. The CANDU community is 
looking for lessons from the US experience to apply here. Current-
ly, the potential for innovation in operations, digital technology, 
obsolescence management, life extension and enhanced human 
performance, among others, combined with the nuclear projects 
at Darlington and Bruce, seems to have CANDU industry activity at 
an all-time high in Canada. 

And it’s not alone. In Argentina they are currently celebrating 
a significant refurbishment milestone with a series of calandria 
tube removals in record speed – 30 CTs in a 24-hour period, 16 
of which were removed in 12 hours. The World Association of 
Nuclear Operators (WANO) recently recognized SNN-Romania for 
performance excellence. And COG’s C6 Fleet Steering Committee 
is creating new ways to improve obsolescence management and 
achieve economies of scale – lessons that are sure to be useful to 
all COG members.

COG is a reflection of the industry it serves. Annually, COG does 
more than $65 million in joint projects and R&D. According to 
the European Commission Joint Research Centre’s annual global 
ranking, this is equal to the R&D investment of a Top 15 Canadian 
private company. Together, through COG, we are punching above 
our band weight. I was pleased to report this in November when 
I appeared before the Canadian House of Commons Standing 
Committee on Natural Resources.

COG’s vision is excellence through collaboration and in this is-
sue there are plenty of examples of it. As Paul Thompson says, “This 
is a really exciting time again.”

In this issue of COGnizant we took the pulse of the nuclear industry 
as seen through the eyes of a CANDU operator, a supplier and the 

four COG board directors. We found it beating hard.

Mike Rencheck joined Bruce Power as its president last summer 
and since then he has made the rounds with different organiza-
tions, including member and supplier participants at the COG 
December General Business Meeting. 

The Purpose
When people talk about the nuclear industry, they often refer 

to the sense of community and common purpose that ties us 
together regardless of whether we are operating in Canada, Latin 
America, Asia or Europe. Our common commitment to safety, 
and our belief in nuclear power as a way to power people’s lives 
through clean, reliable electricity, is a bond.

Mike knows a lot about the nuclear community. He’s spent his 
entire career in it, as an operator and as a supplier. He understands 
the symbiotic roles both must play for us to succeed together.

He’s been quick to walk the talk, building partnerships with 
Ontario Power Generation’s (OPG) CEO Jeff Lyash and with the 
supplier community, which he says will be essential to the success 
of the Bruce Power major component replacement project and life 
extension. And, he is just as determined to build a strong support 
network in Bruce County to sustain the necessary infrastructure for 
decades of operation to come. 

John MacQuarrie has spent his career on the supplier end, 
mostly with BWXT Canada Ltd. and its predecessor Babcock & 
Wilcox. Since he took over as president in 2013, he has helped 
evolve the role of suppliers in the industry. John has been a strong 
leader within COG and particularly in his support of the supplier 
participant program as a means to build the knowledge suppliers 
will need to fully support the Darlington and Bruce Power mid-life 
projects and continued operations. In the fall, COG members took 
a tour of the BWXT Cambridge plant and in COGnizant we talk 
with John about the role of BWXT and the supplier community in 
nuclear excellence.   

At COG, we have always been fortunate to have incredible 
technical leaders serve on our board. With the retirement of OPG’s 
Paul Spekkens and that of Canadian Nuclear Laboratories’ (CNL) Bill 
Pilkington, COG is fortunate to have OPG’s Steve Woods and CNL’s 
David Cox come on board. Equally, we welcome the experience 

There is a buzz like active worker bees in a productive hive across the 
CANDU industry today. Between continued operation and extended life 
at some plants; refurbishment and life extension projects in full swing 
at others; and more than $65 million in shared research at COG, a new 
collaboration culture is helping CANDU plants get closer to their own 
nuclear promise.
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